
 
 

 
JOINT STATEMENT OF EUROPEAN ASSOCIATIONS ADVOCATING 
FOR CHILDREN BORN THROUGH SURROGACY  

Calling for the Immediate Removal of the UN report n° A/80/158 from the agenda of 
80th General Assembly and the total removal from all the internal and external UN 
documentations; Calling for the Immediate Resignation of UN Special Rapporteur Ms. 
Reem Alsalem Following Documented Bias and Procedural Violations 

We, the undersigned European associations dedicated to defending the rights and dignity of 
children born through surrogacy, women and intended parents, call for the immediate 
removal of the UN Report A/80/158 from the agenda of the 80th regular session of the 
General Assembly, to be held at United Nations Headquarters on Tuesday, 9 September 
2025, and the resignation of Ms. Reem Alsalem from her role as UN Special Rapporteur on 
“Violence Against Women and Girls”, following documented evidence of systematic bias and 
serious procedural violations in her preparation of Report A/80/158. 

DOCUMENTED EVIDENCE OF IDEOLOGICAL BIAS 

●​ In-Depth Review of Social Media Activity: An independent examination of Ms. 
Alsalem's social media activity uncovers consistent engagement with extremist and 
partisan organisations that significantly undermine her capacity to carry out impartial 
UN assessments such as accounts linked to nationalist and extremist narratives. 
Multiple organisations campaigning against transgender healthcare and legal 
recognition.  

●​ Groups focused on excluding transgender individuals from protected spaces and 
groups requiring considering Surrogacy as a Universal Crime. This pattern of 
engagement shows Ms. Alsalem has supported ideological views that directly oppose 
the UN's commitment to human rights for everyone, regardless of gender identity or 
reproductive choices. 

SERIOUS PROCEDURAL VIOLATIONS 

1. Mandate Overreach Ms. Alsalem's comprehensive policy recommendations on assisted 
reproductive technologies clearly surpass her designated mandate on violence against women 
and girls, contravening established UN procedures for Special Rapporteur activities. 

2. Systematic Exclusion of Stakeholders Despite extensive outreach by well-established 
child welfare organisations and associations representing families formed through surrogacy, 
virtually no balanced perspectives were included in her consultation process. The voices of 
adult children born through surrogacy - those most directly affected - were systematically 
ignored. 

3. Biased Information Gathering The preliminary questionnaire included leading questions 
such as "describe the attacks on women who carry the child of rich sponsors," demonstrating 
predetermined conclusions rather than genuine inquiry. 



 
 
4. Misrepresentation of Academic Research Peer-reviewed academic research, particularly 
studies by recognised experts in reproductive psychology and family formation, was 
selectively cited and misrepresented to support predetermined conclusions contrary to the 
researchers' actual findings. 

5. Participation in Partisan Activities Ms. Alsalem has actively taken part in conferences 
with explicit anti-surrogacy agendas and publicly endorsed partisan activist messaging, 
fundamentally breaching the neutrality expected of UN Special Rapporteurs. 

THE COST OF BIAS: SILENCING THOSE MOST AFFECTED 

Most troublingly, this biased process has systematically excluded the voices of children and 
adults born through surrogacy arrangements. These individuals, now able to speak about their 
own experiences, have been denied the opportunity to contribute to a report that directly 
impacts their rights and dignity. 

Meanwhile, Ms. Alsalem has amplified the voices of organisations that see these children 
solely as proof of an exploitative system, rather than as individuals with rights, dignity, and 
their own perspectives. 

ETHICAL FRAMEWORKS IGNORED 
Ms. Alsalem's report neglects comprehensive ethical and legal frameworks that effectively 
safeguard all parties involved in surrogacy arrangements. Ireland's recent Assisted Human 
Reproduction Act 2024 demonstrates how legislation can protect intended parents, 
surrogates, and children through non-commercial, solidarity-based approaches with strong 
safeguards. 

Such frameworks show that ethical surrogacy is not only feasible but also actively carried out 
across Europe; however, these examples were systematically excluded from her analysis. 

WHY REMOVAL OF THE REPORT  
Irreparable Breach of Neutrality: The documented evidence of ideological bias 
demonstrates that Ms. Alsalem cannot fulfil the fundamental requirement of neutrality 
expected of UN Special Rapporteurs. Her systematic engagement with extremist 
organisations and exclusion of balanced perspectives show a predetermined agenda 
incompatible with objective UN work. 

Violation of UN Values: Her association with organisations that deny fundamental human 
rights to transgender individuals directly conflicts with the UN's commitment to human rights 
for all. A Special Rapporteur cannot credibly advocate for some women's rights while 
aligning with groups that deny the rights and dignity of others. 



 
 
Loss of Stakeholder Confidence: Ms. Alsalem's refusal to recognise or address documented 
concerns about bias, when raised by legitimate stakeholders, shows an inability to engage 
constructively with the communities affected by her work. 

Institutional Integrity: Permitting Ms. Alsalem to remain in her position would irreparably 
harm the credibility of the UN Special Procedures system and diminish public trust in the 
UN's dedication to evidence-based, impartial human rights work. 

FORMAL DEMANDS 

We call upon: 

1.​ The UN General Assembly is to withdraw Report A/80/158 from the Agenda and 
from all the UN accessible documents (in open data) to the Public while awaiting the 
appointment of an impartial Report, made by a rapporteur capable of conducting an 
objective assessment. 
 

2.​ Ms Reem Alsalem must immediately resign from her role as UN Special 
Rapporteur on Violence Against Women and Girls, recognising that her documented 
bias prevents her from fulfilling the role's requirements. 
 

3.​ 2. The UN Human Rights Council should remove Ms. Alsalem from her position if 
she fails to resign, and should initiate formal proceedings regarding her conduct. 

OUR COMMITMENT TO CONSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE 

We remain dedicated to evidence-based discussions on developing ethical frameworks for 
assisted reproduction that prioritise child welfare while respecting reproductive autonomy 
and women's genuine agency. However, such discussions must be led by individuals capable 
of objectivity and respecting all human rights. 

Children born through surrogacy deserve protection, dignity, and recognition of their rights - 
not to be dismissed by ideologically biased processes that see them only as evidence in fixed 
arguments. 

CONCLUSION:  Ms. Alsalem's systematic bias, procedural violations, and alignment with 
extremist organisations have seriously undermined her ability to serve the UN with integrity. 
The documented evidence leaves no option but resignation or removal to maintain the 
credibility of the UN human rights system. 

We will not stand idly by whilst children's rights and dignity are sacrificed to ideological 
agendas masquerading as impartial UN work. 

Rome, 5th September 2025 
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Italian Signatory Associations :  

Filomena Gallo and Francesca Re on behalf of Associazione Luca Coscioni per la libertà 
di ricerca scientifica APS 

​ ​  ​  ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​  

Co-signatories:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​  

Son Nuestros hijos association (Spain) ​
Association C.L.A.R.A. (France)​
Les Cigognes de l'Espoir (France)​
APGL association des parents et futur parents gays et lesbiens (France)​
DARE (Denmark)​
Gure umeen ametsak (Spain)​
Homoparentalites (Belgium)​
Meer dan Gewenst (Netherlands)​
Stichting Zwanger voor een Ander (Netherlands)​
Commission on Reproductive Health of the 19th. German Parliament (2024)​
FDP (Liberal Democratic Party) (Germany)​
LSVD (LGBTIQ representation) (Germany)​
VfLLD Networks for families through egg donation and surrogacy (Germany)​
Irish families through surrogacy (Ireland)​
Mary Seery Kearney, Former Senator, Irish Parliament, Barrister, Legal Counsel​
NELFA Network of European LGBTIQ* Families Associations ​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

For Supporting Documentation Available: Pablo Bilbao, Gure Umeen Ametsak 
https://www.haurro.org 

●​ Comprehensive social media analysis with verified screenshots 
●​ Documentation of excluded stakeholder communications 
●​ Evidence of academic research misrepresentation 
●​ Records of biased consultation processes 

Contacts for Italy : Francesca.re@associazionelucacoscioni.it 

http://www.haurro.org

